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This song, composed by the Japanese

defenders of Iwo Jima in the autumn of 1944,
was sung by them until the island fell. Below
is a Hteral translation of the first two verses :

The Song of Iwo Jima
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From a culture twenty-six hundred years old.
Fight and halt the invading Americans !
Stand determined, defend our island !

We will gain victory by fighting to the end.

We are glorious patriots.
It blocks the path to the Emperor's Palace.

Our duty is to defend this island !

The Emperor selected us !

We are warriors of a sacred generation,
Defend this island.

Although our island is small,
Shields for the Emperor !
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